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Our Mission: To develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 
learners who contribute positively to their communities.
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D
ear Parents of G

rade 2 Students, 

W
elcom

e to G
rade 2. W

e trust that 
you w

ill find this guide inform
ative and 

helpful. It is intended to give you an 
overview

 of G
rade 2 and to help you 

and your child prepare for and settle 
into this grade level. You can use this 
handbook in addition to the general 
inform

ation provided in the Low
er 

School Parent and Student H
andbook. 

T
he grade level teachers w

ill 
com

m
unicate w

ith you on a regular 
basis throughout the year. W

e w
ill also 

be inviting you to visit the school to 
celebrate your child’s learning and 
progress at regular intervals. 

It is our hope that w
e can build a 

partnership this year through keeping 
all possible channels betw

een hom
e and 

school as open as possible. 

W
e look forw

ard to w
orking closely  

w
ith you this year. Please do not  

hesitate to contact your child’s teacher 
if you have any need for clarification or 
further inform

ation. 

Sincerely, 

T
he G

rade 2 Team

M
s. Em

ilee Van D
e Laarschot

M
r. M

atthew
 R

uf
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W

ho’s W
ho in G

rade 2

G
rade Level / Subject A

rea
N

am
e

C
lass

Em
ail

H
om

eroom
 Teacher

M
atthew

 R
uf

2R
m

ruf@
scis-china.org

H
om

eroom
 Teacher

Em
ilee V

an D
e 

Laarschot
2V

evandelaarschot@
scis-china.org

English as an A
dditional Language (EA

L)
M

elissa Law
rence

m
law

rence@
scis-china.org

Inform
ation Technology

B
arry Johnson

bjohnson@
scis-china.org

Learning Support

B
renda D

ean
bdean@

scis-china.org

A
loura Pearson

apearson@
scis-china.org

R
iA

nn C
aban

rcaban@
scis-china.org

Lana R
evutsky

lrevutsky@
scis-china.org

Librarian
Em

ily W
illiam

s
ew

illiam
s@

scis-china.org

Library A
ssistant

A
da Sun

asun@
scis-china.org

Low
er School C

ounselor
Laurie Luebbe

lluebbe@
scis-china.org

M
andarin 

Linda Z
hang

lzhang@
scis-china.org

Yang Liu
yliu@

scis-china.org

O
live Sun

osun@
scis-china.org

G
ina Z

hang
gzhang@

scis-china.org

M
usic (Perform

ing A
rts)

D
eveor R

ainey
drainey@

scis-china.org

Physical Education (PE)
Tarsi B

ali
tbali@

scis-china.org

Speech and Language Pathologist
M

aria B
urnham

m
burnham

@
scis-china.org
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Part I1I
Part IV

G
rade 2 Procedures

International B
accalaureate Prim

ary Years Program
m

e (PY
P)

C
ode of C

onduct:  
Essential A

greem
ents

In G
rade 2, students collaboratively 

agree to a set of essential 
agreem

ents. These rights and 
responsibilities are created, review

ed 
and decided upon by the G

rade 
2 students and teacher. They are 
then published and publicized in 
the classroom

 as rem
inders of 

appropriate behavior. 

Field Trips
Field trips are im

portant educational 
experiences w

hich enhance our 
educational program

. Parents are 
often invited to support w

ith 
supervision and to facilitate learning. 

H
om

ew
ork G

uidelines
In addition to w

hat is stated in 
the Low

er School Parent-Student 
H

andbook (section 3.7) on 
H

om
ew

ork, w
e aim

 to give students 
as m

uch choice and control over 
their learning as possible, and this 
includes the independent learning 
they do at hom

e. W
e also w

ant to 
w

ork w
ith the students and their 

parents to ensure that w
ell-being and 

balance is m
aintained. 

O
ne of the biggest indicators of 

academ
ic success for students is  

daily reading for pleasure, and 
that the quantity of reading being 
undertaken by students directly 
correlates to positive academ

ic gains. 
For these reasons, daily reading 
w

ill rem
ain the core of our hom

e 
learning practices and expectations. 
W

e ask that parents please ensure 
that students are reading or being 
read to, every day. 

Student Portfolios
Portfolios are a collection of your 
child’s w

ork that is designed to 
dem

onstrate successes, grow
th, 

higher order thinking, creativity, 
assessm

ent strategies and reflection. 
Pieces are included that have 
been selected by students and 
the hom

eroom
 teacher. Pieces to 

include in the portfolio are collected 
throughout the school year from

 all 
subject areas. 

Parents w
ill be able to access digital 

portfolios via Seesaw
 at any tim

e 
during the year. Parents are able 
to discuss and reflect on portfolio 
entries w

ith their child. 

At SCIS-Pudong w
e are authorized to teach the 

International Baccalaureate Prim
ary Years Program

m
e 

(IBPYP). The IBPYP is an integrated curriculum
 that is 

relevant, challenging and engaging for learners from
 

N
ursery to G

rade 5. It is an inquiry-driven concept-based 
curriculum

 fram
ew

ork that actively encourages students 
to ask questions and seek answers to the w

orld around 
them

. 

Inquiry-based learning involves:

• Exploring, w
ondering and questioning;

• Experim
enting and playing w

ith possibilities;
• M

aking connections betw
een previous learning and 

current learning;
• M

aking predictions and acting purposefully to see  
w

hat happens;
• Collecting data and reporting findings; 
• Clarifying existing ideas and reappraising perceptions  

of events; 
• D

eepening understanding through the application  
of a concept; 

• M
aking and testing theories;

• Researching and seeking inform
ation;

• Taking and defending a position; and
• Solving problem

s in a variety of w
ays

M
uch of the curriculum

 is arranged and taught through 
large cross-curricular units of study know

n as units of 
inquiry. Throughout the Low

er School these units are 
arranged under six them

es. These sam
e them

es are 
repeated at every grade level. The them

es are:

• W
ho W

e Are
• W

here W
e Are in Place and Tim

e
• H

ow
 W

e Express O
urselves

• H
ow

 the W
orld W

orks
• H

ow
 W

e O
rganize O

urselves
• Sharing the Planet

All of the units of inquiry w
hich the students learn 

about are together know
n as the Program

m
e of Inquiry. 

All curriculum
 areas are integrated w

here appropriate 
how

ever single subject teaching also occurs separately. 
In all grade levels the hom

eroom
 teacher teaches m

ost 
of the subjects how

ever, the children attend specialist 
lessons for the Arts, W

orld Languages (M
andarin), 

Physical Education and Library. 

A
SSESSM

EN
T

Assessm
ent is an integral 

part of the teaching and 
learning process at SCIS. 
Teachers w

ill w
ork to ensure 

that assessm
ent is relevant 

to the curriculum
, as w

ell as 
accurate, fair and appropriate 
for all students. Assessm

ent is 
naturally integrated into the 
teaching and learning cycle 
w

ithin each classroom
 and 

serves as a m
eans to provide 

useful inform
ation to teachers, 

students and parents. 

Teachers draw
 from

 a w
ide 

range of evidence and 
learning experiences to assess 
students. Assessm

ents at the 
Low

er School are designed to 
be m

anageable for teachers 
and students. 
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A
s IB

 learners w
e strive to be: 

Inquirers 

K
now

ledgeable

T
hinkers

C
om

m
unicators

Principled

O
pen-m

inded

C
aring

R
isk-takers

B
alanced

R
eflective

W
e nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. 

W
e know

 how
 to learn independently and w

ith others. W
e learn w

ith 
enthusiasm

 and sustain our love of learning throughout life. 

W
e develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring know

ledge across  
a range of disciplines. W

e engage w
ith issues and ideas that have local and 

global significance. 

W
e use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible 

action on com
plex problem

s. W
e exercise initiative in m

aking reasoned, 
ethical decisions. 

W
e express ourselves confidently and creatively in m

ore than one language 
and in m

any w
ays. W

e collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the  
perspectives of other individuals and groups. 

W
e act w

ith integrity and honesty, w
ith a strong sense of fairness and  

justice, and w
ith respect for the dignity and rights of people everyw

here. 
W

e take responsibility for our actions and their consequences. 

W
e critically appreciate our ow

n cultures and personal histories, as w
ell as 

the values and traditions of others. W
e seek and evaluate a range of points 

of view
, and w

e are w
illing to grow

 from
 the experience. 

W
e show

 em
pathy, com

passion and respect. W
e have a com

m
itm

ent to 
service, and w

e act to m
ake a positive difference in the lives of others and 

in the w
orld around us.

W
e approach uncertainty w

ith forethought and determ
ination. W

e w
ork 

independently and cooperatively to explore new
 ideas and innovative strategies. 

W
e are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change. 

W
e understand the im

portance of balancing different aspects of our lives—
intellectual, 

physical, and em
otional—

to achieve w
ell-being for ourselves and others. W

e recognize 
our interdependence w

ith other people and w
ith the w

orld in w
hich w

e live. 

W
e thoughtfully consider the w

orld and our ow
n ideas and experience.  

W
e w

ork to understand our strengths and w
eaknesses in order to support 

our learning and personal developm
ent. 

Part V
G

R
A

D
E 2 Program

m
e of Inquiry

W
H

ER
E W

E A
R

E IN
  

P
LA

C
E A

N
D

 T
IM

E?

H
O

W
 W

E O
R

G
A

N
IZ

E  
O

U
R

SELV
ES?

W
H

O
 W

E A
R

E?

H
O

W
 T

H
E W

O
R

LD
 

W
O

R
K

S?

A
n inquiry into:

• the nature of the self;
• beliefs and values; 
• personal; physical, m

ental, social 
and spiritual health;

• hum
an relationships including 

fam
ilies, friends, com

m
unities, 

and cultures;
• rights and responsibilities; w

hat 
it m

eans to be hum
an.

C
entral idea:

Individuals have a responsibility to 
ensure the success of the group.

A
n inquiry into: 

• the natural w
orld and its law

s;
• interaction betw

een the natural 
w

orld (physical and biological) 
and hum

an societies; 
• how

 hum
ans use their 

understanding of scientific 
principles;

• the im
pact of scientific and 

technological advances on 
society and on the environm

ent.

C
entral idea:

T
he sun, earth and m

oon function 
as a system

.

A
n inquiry into: 

• orientation in place and tim
e;

• personal histories;
• hom

es and journeys; 
• the discoveries, explorations and 
m

igrations of hum
ankind; 

• the relationships betw
een and 

the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, from

 
local and global perspectives.

C
entral idea:

Sim
ple M

achines have changed 
how

 people live. 

A
n inquiry into:

• the interconnectedness of 
hum

an-m
ade system

s and 
com

m
unities; 

• the structure and function of 
organizations;

• societal decision-m
aking; 

• econom
ic activities and their 

im
pact on hum

ankind and the 
environm

ent. 

C
entral idea:

C
om

m
unities organize them

selves 
around the environm

ent.

A
n inquiry into:

• the w
ays in w

hich w
e discover 

and express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and values; 

• the w
ays in w

hich w
e reflect on, 

extend and enjoy creativity; 
• our appreciation of the 
aesthetic.

C
entral idea:

Stories are influenced by culture

A
n inquiry into: 

• rights and responsibilities in 
the struggle to share finite 
resources w

ith other people 
and w

ith other living things;
• com

m
unities and the 

relationship w
ithin and betw

een 
them

;
• access to equal opportunities;
• peace and conflict resolution.

C
entral idea: 

A
nim

als are affected by hum
ans 

and the environm
ent.

H
O

W
 W

E EX
P

R
ESS  

O
U

R
SELV

ES?

SH
A

R
IN

G
 T

H
E 

P
LA

N
ET
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Program
m

e of Inquiry
Program

m
e of Inquiry

English Language A
rts 

English as an A
dditional Language (EA

L)

The English Language Arts (ELA) 
program

 at SCIS prepares students 
to becom

e effective com
m

unicators, 
critical thinkers, and active 
contributors to a global society. 
The ELA program

 develops the 
essential literacy skills that students 
need for success at school and in life, 
including the use and understanding 
of various m

edia form
ats. Teachers 

guide students in developing an 
appreciation for the English language 
and help them

 build confidence in 
their English skills. The program

 aim
s 

to excite students about English 
Language Arts w

hile developing 
essential com

m
unication and 

collaboration skills.

Throughout the Low
er School, 

developing positive attitudes tow
ards 

reading and w
riting is essential. 

Teachers collaboratively plan units 
and assess students using com

m
on 

pre-assessm
ents and sum

m
ative 

assessm
ents. U

nits are integrated 
into the Transdisciplinary Them

es of 
the Prim

ary Years Program
m

e w
here 

appropriate. Careful attention is 
placed on tracking students’ reading 

grow
th and ensuring that students 

are reading books at their “just 
right” levels. In this w

ay, instruction 
is differentiated to m

eet the needs 
of learners at different ability levels. 
Literacy skills are supported in 
classroom

s that visibly display a 
language rich environm

ent. Teachers 
em

ploy a varied approach to 
instructional delivery, including but 
not lim

ited to, sm
all group, w

hole 
group, shared, and independent 
instruction. 

SCIS im
plem

ents the Com
m

on Core 
State Standards for English Language 
Arts (http://w

w
w.corestandards.

org/ELA-Literacy/) for students 
in Kindergarten through G

rade 5. 
The concepts, know

ledge and skills 
em

bedded in the ELA standards are 
designed to provide students w

ith 
a solid literary foundation, as w

ell 
as the higher-level thinking skills and 
strategies necessary to be successful 
in life outside of the classroom

. The 
K–5 ELA standards articulate w

hat 
students should understand and be 
able to do by the end of each grade. 

The English Language Arts standards 
are organized by grade level, dom

ain 
and strands. The follow

ing dom
ains 

and accom
panying strands are 

addressed in English Language Arts:

I. R
eading – Literature

• Key Ideas and D
etails

• Craft and Structure
• Integration of Know

ledge and 
Ideas

• Range of Reading and Level of 
Text Com

plexity

II. R
eading – Inform

ational Text
• Key Ideas and D

etails
• Craft and Structure
• Integration of Know

ledge and 
Ideas

• Range of Reading and Level of 
Text Com

plexity

III. R
eading – Foundational Skills

• Print Concepts
• Phonological Aw

areness
• Phonics and W

ord Recognition
• Fluency

IV. W
riting

• Text Types and Purposes
• Production and D

istribution of 
W

riting
• Research to Build and Present 

Know
ledge

V. Speaking and Listening
• Com

prehension and 
Collaboration

• Presentation of Know
ledge and 

Ideas

V
I. Language
• Conventions of Standards English
• Know

ledge of Language
• Vocabulary Acquisition and U

se

Language A
cquisition at SC

IS 
SCIS creates a m

ulti-lingual learning 
environm

ent in w
hich the language 

of instruction is English, w
hile also 

fostering other languages, including 
m

other tongue. The acquisition 
of additional languages provides 
students the opportunity to thrive 
w

ithin our culturally rich com
m

unity. 
The ability to com

m
unicate in a 

variety of m
odes in m

ore than one 
language is essential to the concept 
of an international education that 
prom

otes intercultural understanding.
 English as an A

dditional  
Language (EA

L) at SC
IS: 

O
ur EAL program

 follow
s research 

and evidence-based best practices in 
academ

ic language acquisition; is 
guided by W

ID
A’s English Language 

D
evelopm

ent standards; and is 
aligned w

ith IB PYP philosophies. 
Through our program

, our EAL and 
hom

eroom
 teachers m

axim
ize co-

planning and co-assessing tim
e  

to integrate content, language,  
and literacy instruction effectively,  
w

hich accelerates academ
ic  

language developm
ent. 

Pudong Low
er School  

EA
L Program

: 
SCIS had adopted to EAL program

 
m

odels to support the various 
proficiency levels of our students 
acquiring academ

ic English: A Pull-out 
M

odel and a Co-Teaching M
odel. 

All students acquiring English, i.e. 
English Learners (ELs), participate 
in the Co-Teaching M

odel. N
ew

 
English learners, i.e. English learners 
at W

ID
A’s “Entering” level of 

English Language D
evelopm

ent, also 
participate in Pull-O

ut EAL every 
day. The EAL Program

 support is 
divided in stages. Stage 1 provides 
pull-out and co-teaching support. 
Stage 2 provides co-teaching support. 
In stage 3, ELs’ perform

ance is 
m

onitored by EAL and hom
eroom

 

teachers, and students do not receive 
direct support from

 EAL teachers. 

1. Pull-O
ut M

odel (Stage 1): 
W

ithin the Low
er School, students in 

grades 1-5, w
ho are considered new

 
English learners in stage 1 receive 
instruction from

 an EAL teacher 
during an EAL Pull-O

ut period every 
day or every other day. The N

ew
 

English Learners groups are sm
all, and 

the instruction is specifically targeted 
for their “entering” level needs. 

2. C
o-Teaching M

odel  
(Stage 1 and Stage 2): 
English learners in stages 1 and 2 
receive EAL support in the Co-
Teaching M

odel. In the Co-Teaching 
M

odel, EAL Teachers collaborate to: 

a) Co-plan, co-teach, & co-assess 
w

ith the hom
eroom

 teachers 
during English Language Arts and/
or the U

nits of Inquiry in the 
hom

eroom
 classroom

s

b) Play an integral role in curriculum
 

developm
ent through the 

developm
ent of the PYP U

nits of 
Inquiry w

ith hom
eroom

 teachers 
and the PYP Coordinator

c) Ensure teaching and unit 
developm

ent addresses content, 
literacy and English Language Arts 
standards

d) Ensure assessm
ents and lesson 

activities are differentiated and 
scaffolded to target students’ 
English proficiency levels.

e) Ensure the dom
ains of reading, 

w
riting, speaking and listening 

are represented in all stages of 
planning, teaching and assessm

ent. 

3. M
onitoring (Stage 3): 

EAL and H
om

eroom
 teachers 

continue to m
onitor English 

learners once their academ
ic 

English proficiency nears grade 
level proficiency for one com

plete 
academ

ic school year (e.g. Jan-
Jan; Aug-Aug). H

ow
ever, the EAL 

teacher no longer provides direct 
instruction. Effective m

onitoring 
includes collaborative analysis of 
classroom

 form
ative and sum

m
ative 

assessm
ents; N

W
EA M

AP test 
results; and Fountas and Pinnell 
reading assessm

ents. If it is 
determ

ined that a student is not 
continuing to progress, an English 
language proficiency assessm

ent m
ay 

be used to determ
ine if the student 

receives stage 2 support again.  
O

nce the student is perform
ing at 

grade level, the student is exited 
from

 the EAL program
, and parents 

are notified. 
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Program
m

e of Inquiry

Program
m

e of Inquiry

M
athem

atics

Science

The M
athem

atics program
 at SCIS 

provides constructive opportunities 
for students to be challenged and 
supported to think deeply about  
the problem

s they are solving.  
O

ur program
 supports the 

developm
ent of critical thinking, 

problem
 solving, and collaboration 

skills, as students are continually 
encouraged to explore, extend, 
explain and evaluate their 
m

athem
atical thinking through 

open-ended problem
 solving and 

questioning. Students are expected 
to use a variety of strategies and 
justify their answ

ers explaining 
the processes they used. Through 
a differentiated, student-centered 
approach, students of all levels and 
abilities are engaged, supported  
and challenged. 

M
athem

atics is im
bedded into the 

Prim
ary Years Program

m
e (PYP) 

U
nits of Inquiry, as w

ell as taught  
in a subject specific context.  

In addition to the IB Learner Profile 
attributes, the five essential elem

ents 
of the PYP: know

ledge, concepts, 
skills, attitudes and actions, inform

 
planning, teaching and assessing of 
m

athem
atics throughout the SCIS 

Low
er School. Through an inquiry-

based approach, teachers seek to 
provide opportunities for all students 
to have access to the highest quality 
m

athem
atics teaching and learning.

SCIS im
plem

ents the Com
m

on Core 
State Standards for M

athem
atics 

(http://w
w

w.corestandards.org/
M

ath/) for students in Kindergarten 
through G

rade 5. The K–5 
m

athem
atics standards articulate 

w
hat students should understand 

and be able to do by the end of each 
grade. The standards are organized 
according to process standards and 
content standards. The follow

ing 
process and content dom

ains are 
addressed w

ithin the m
athem

atics 
curriculum

:

Process D
om

ains:
1. M

ake sense of problem
s and 

persevere in solving them
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively
3. Construct viable argum

ents and 
critique the reasoning of others

4. M
odel w

ith m
athem

atics
5. U

se appropriate tools strategically
6. Attend to precision
7. Look for and m

ake use of structure

C
ontent D

om
ains:

I. Counting and Cardinality
II. O

perations and Algebraic Thinking
III. N

um
ber and O

perations in  
Base Ten

IV. N
um

ber and O
perations  

– Fractions
V. M

easurem
ent and D

ata
VI. G

eom
etry

The Science program
 at SCIS 

provides constructive opportunities 
to nurture students’ curiosity about 
the physical and natural w

orld.  
O

ur program
 supports the 

developm
ent of critical thinkers, 

w
ho are skeptical and seek evidence 

to support claim
s. Students are 

encouraged to see them
selves as 

scientists, w
ho understand that 

collaboration and social construction 
of know

ledge are essential aspects 
of this discipline. Through inquiry 
and assessm

ent, w
e nurture and 

support a sense of perseverance and 
resilience. O

ur students understand 
the nature of science and scientific 
concepts. They also understand that 
science tells us about the w

orld,  
but not w

hat w
e should do w

ith  
this know

ledge. So, w
e foster the 

shared responsibility for the ethical 
practice of science and use of 
scientific knowledge. 

SCIS im
plem

ents the science 
standards from

 the O
ntario 

M
inistry of Education for students 

in Kindergarten through G
rade 5. 

The science standards w
ithin the 

Low
er School are em

bedded into 
the Prim

ary Years Program
 units of 

inquiry. The units of inquiry are  
based on six Transdisciplinary 
Them

es: H
ow

 the W
orld W

orks, 
H

ow
 w

e Express O
urselves, Sharing 

the Planet, W
ho w

e Are, W
here w

e 
are in Place and Tim

e, and H
ow

 w
e 

O
rganize O

urselves. The standards 
are organized into the follow

ing  
four dom

ains.

I. Life System
s

II. Structures and M
echanism

s
III. M

atter and Energy
IV. Earth and Space System

s. 

Program
m

e of Inquiry
Social Studies

W
ithin the Low

er School, Social 
Studies is em

bedded into the 
Prim

ary Years Program
 units of 

inquiry. The units of inquiry are based 
on six Transdisciplinary Them

es: H
ow

 
the W

orld W
orks, H

ow
 w

e Express 
O

urselves, Sharing the Planet, W
ho 

w
e Are, W

here w
e are in Place 

and Tim
e, and H

ow
 w

e O
rganize 

O
urselves. U

sing an inquiry-based 
m

ethodology, teachers and students 
explore a wide range of significant, 
relevant and engaging social studies 
them

es and topics. Teachers and 
students w

ork together to develop 
enduring understandings that are 
conceptual in nature and substantial 
enough to lead to in-depth inquiries. 
Teachers encourage students to 
form

ulate an understanding of their 
personal and cultural identities, as 
w

ell as those of others in order to 
prom

ote intercultural aw
areness and 

respect for individuals, their values 
and traditions. Em

phasizing the IB 
learner profile attributes, as well as 
the five essential elem

ents of the 
program

 (know
ledge, concepts, skills, 

attitudes and action), helps ensure a 

w
ell-rounded curriculum

 com
plete 

w
ith planning, teaching and assessing. 

Evidence of student learning can 
be seen through various avenues, 
how

ever the m
ost notable being 

the students’ w
illingness and ability 

to take action to m
ake a positive 

difference in the w
orld. 

SCIS im
plem

ents the Social Studies 
standards developed by the 
“Am

erican Education Reaches O
ut” 

(AERO
). G

rade level perform
ance 

indicators guide the Social Studies 
curriculum

. The curriculum
 

em
phasizes concepts, skills and 

content related to: Tim
e; Continuity 

and Change; Connections and 
Conflict; Geography; Culture; Society 
and Identity; G

overnm
ent; Econom

ics; 
and Science and Technology. 

Standard 1: T
im

e, C
ontinuity,  

and C
hange 

• Students w
ill understand patterns of 

change and continuity, relationships 
between people and events through 
tim

e, and various interpretations of 
these relationships. 

Standard 2: C
onnections and 

C
onflict 

• Students w
ill understand causes 

and effects of interaction am
ong 

societies, including trade, system
s  

of international exchange, w
ar,  

and diplom
acy. 

Standard 3: G
eography 

• Students w
ill understand the 

interactions and relationship 
betw

een hum
an societies and  

their physical environm
ent. 

Standard 4: C
ulture 

• Students w
ill understand cultural 

and intellectual developm
ents and 

interactions am
ong societies. 

Standard 5: Society and Identity 
• Students w

ill understand social 
system

s and structures and how
 

these influence individuals. 

Standard 6: G
overnm

ent 
• Students w

ill understand w
hy 

societies create and adopt system
s 

of governance and how
 they 

address hum
an needs, rights, 

responsibilities and citizenship. 

Standard 7: Econom
ics 

• Students w
ill understand 

fundam
ental econom

ic principles 
and w

ays in w
hich econom

ies are 
shaped by geographic and hum

an 
factors. 

Standard 8: Science and 
Technology 
• Students w

ill understand how
 

societies have influenced and 
been influenced by scientific 
developm

ents and technological 
developm

ent.
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Program
m

e of Inquiry
M

andarin

M
ultiple developm

ent levels of 
M

andarin ranging from
 N

ovice 
to Advanced are offered at each 
grade-level for non-native M

andarin 
speakers. The context of the topics 
is determ

ined based on the student 
abilities and learning outcom

es, as 
w

ell as prior language experience. 
Students for w

hom
 M

andarin is not 
their native language are placed in 
one of the follow

ing groups:

N
ovice Low

The student has little or no previous 
exposure to conceptual know

ledge 
and skills associated w

ith the 
content. The learning opportunities 
are designed to build fam

iliarity. 
Know

ledge and skill developm
ent 

tends to involve developing fragm
ents 

of understanding and lim
ited 

independent ability through repeating 
system

atic processes, follow
ing 

exam
ples and exploring content.

N
ovice M

id
The student recognizes the content 
and can m

ake associations. The 
learning opportunities are designed 
to w

iden the scope of fam
iliarity. 

Know
ledge and skill developm

ent 
tends to involve developing cohesive 
understanding and independent 
abilities centered around specific 
concepts or skills through focused 
practice and study.

N
ovice H

igh
The student has w

orking know
ledge 

and skills associated w
ith the content. 

The learning opportunities focus on 
technical developm

ent. Know
ledge 

and skills developm
ent tends to 

involve expanding repertoire of 
conceptual understandings and skills 
through varied practice and study.

Interm
ediate Low

The student w
orks independently 

w
ith the content and has com

m
and 

of several key aspects. The learning 
opportunities focus on depth of 
understanding and flexibility of 
application. Know

ledge and skills 
developm

ent tends to involve 
refining skills and gaining deeper 
conceptual understanding through 
strategic use of conceptual 
know

ledge and skills.

Interm
ediate M

id
The student is able to recognize 
and w

ork com
fortably w

ith the 
content in the abstract and m

ake 
connections in com

pletely unfam
iliar 

settings. The learning opportunities 
focus on challenging conceptual 
understandings and effective skill 
application. Know

ledge and skills 
developm

ent tends to involve 
discrim

inating betw
een closely 

related concepts and perfecting skills 
through conscientious scrutiny and 
concise use.

Students for w
hom

 M
andarin is their 

native language or are near native 
speakers are placed in the native 
/ near native M

andarin class. The 
curriculum

 parallels the standards 
from

 the Shanghai M
inistry of 

Education, as w
ell as content related 

to the grade level U
nits of Inquiry. 

Program
m

e of Inquiry
V

isual and Perform
ing A

rts (M
usic and A

rt)

The Visual and Perform
ing Arts (VPA) program

 at the 
Low

er School aim
s to build a lifelong ability to interact 

w
ith, respond to, and appreciate the arts. W

e believe that 
the arts are an essential part of a balanced and effective 
education. A strong arts education enhances academ

ic 
perform

ance in other disciplines, and im
pacts a range 

of im
portant developm

ental skills and understandings. 
W

e also believe that students learn best w
hen they are 

in an environm
ent w

here they are encouraged to take 
risks and learn new

 things, therefore, w
e aim

 to not only 
develop technical and expressive com

petencies, but to 
build confidence so that students see them

selves as 
capable artists, perform

ers and m
usicians.

The VPA program
 at SCIS gives students the opportunity 

to express ideas and em
otions that cannot be expressed 

in w
ords alone. Through these differentiated experiences, 

students learn to com
m

unicate ideas of personal, regional 

or cultural significance in a variety of form
s and m

odes. 
They also m

ake connections w
ithin and am

ong the arts, 
and w

ith other disciplines. This allow
s them

 to develop 
a deeper understanding and appreciation of their ow

n 
identity and culture, as w

ell as other ideas and cultural 
contexts that can be explored through the arts.

The program
 aim

s to recognize and nurture artistic 
abilities, as w

ell as other skills and com
petencies related 

to this dom
ain. Therefore, in addition to the confidence 

and personal expressive skills that students develop, 
other skills are nurtured through participation in our 
rich VPA program

. These include but are not lim
ited to: 

creative thinking skills, em
pathy, self-reflection, how to give 

and receive feedback, technical skills, cooperation and 
collaboration skills, and self-discipline.
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Program
m

e of Inquiry
Physical Education

The Physical Education program
 

is based upon the Personal, Social 
and Physical Education (PSPE) 
Scope and Sequence from

 the 
International Baccalaureate Prim

ary 
Years Program

m
e. PSPE is focused 

on the developm
ent of individual 

w
ell-being through the integration of 

specific concepts, knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes w

ithin the PE units. 
Students w

ill participate in balanced 
PE program

 during the course of 
the year that includes the follow

ing 
experiences:

• Individual pursuits (A
thletics 

and Sw
im

m
ing): The 

developm
ent of basic m

otor 
skills and the body’s capacity for 
m

ovem
ent through locom

otor 
and m

anipulative skills and/
or experiences; the techniques, 
rules and purpose of a range of 
athletic activities (for exam

ple, 
track and field, swim

m
ing, skating, 

skiing); recognizing a high level of 
achievem

ent and how
 to im

prove a 
perform

ance.  

• M
ovem

ent com
position: 

Recognizing that m
ovem

ents can 
be linked together and refined 
to create a sequence of aesthetic 

m
ovem

ents. M
ovem

ents can be in 
response to stim

uli or perform
ance 

elem
ents and/ or criteria and can 

com
m

unicate feelings, em
otions 

and ideas (for exam
ple, gym

nastics, 
dance*, m

artial arts).  

• G
am

es: Recognizing the 
challenges presented by gam

es; 
the im

portance of m
anipulating 

space; the categorizing of gam
es; 

identifying and developing 
appropriate skills and strategies; 
recognizing the im

portance of rules 
and how they define the nature of 
a gam

e; m
odifying existing gam

es 
and creating new

 gam
es; team

w
ork.

  • A
dventure challenges: A variety 

of tasks requiring the use of 
physical and critical-thinking skills 
by individuals and/or groups; 
challenges that require groups 
to w

ork together collaboratively 
in order to solve problem

s and 
accom

plish a com
m

on goal; 
recognizing the role of the 
individual in group problem

 solving.  

• H
ealth-related fitness: 

Recognizing and appreciating 
the im

portance of m
aintaining 

a healthy lifestyle; the body’s 

response to exercise including the 
interaction of body system

s and 
the developm

ent of physical fitness.  

W
hat to W

ear:
G

rade 2 students are expected to 
w

ear their PE uniform
 to school on 

the days that PE occurs for their 
class. The uniform

 includes:

• Appropriate sports shoes 
(sandals, crocs or flipflops are not 
acceptable PE shoes)

• An SCIS PE Shirt 
• Appropriate SCIS shorts or 

trousers
• A labelled w

ater bottle

D
uring Sw

im
m

ing units (Fall and 
Spring) students should bring:

• A one-piece sw
im

suit and a tow
el 

(please ensure they are labelled 
w

ith the child’s nam
e)

• G
oggles

• A sw
im

 cap is com
pulsory for 

sw
im

m
ers w

ith m
edium

 to  
long hair.

Sickness and/or m
edical concerns

Please send a m
edical certificate if 

your child is unable to participate in a 
PE lesson. 

Program
m

e of Inquiry

Program
m

e of Inquiry

Inform
ation C

om
m

unication Technology (IC
T

)

Seesaw

The low
er school technology program

 seeks to integrate technology skills w
ith authentic classroom

 content 
and activities. Students w

ill have the opportunity to utilize com
puters and iPads as tools for learning, research, 

com
m

unication and creative expression. This includes students being active innovators and designers that engage in 
authentic learning experiences w

hich allow
 them

 to create original designs, products and devices. 

Seesaw
 (https://w

eb.seesaw.m
e) 

serves as the prim
ary com

m
unication 

tool for parents, teachers and 
students as w

ell as a digital portfolio 
for each student during their tenure 
w

ithin the Low
er School at  

SCIS-Pudong.  

Seesaw
’s child-friendly, student-

centered design and sim
ple layout 

allow
s students to easily navigate the 

program
 and capture their learning 

in m
ultiple form

s including photos, 

videos, draw
ings, text, and links.  

Additionally, Seesaw
 encourages 

fam
ilies to be part of the learning 

process, as they regularly are able to 
view

 updates to their child’s Seesaw
 

journal and provide positive and 
tim

ely feedback and encouragem
ent.  

Plus, Seesaw
’s built-in translation 

tools ensure that all parents, 
regardless of language background 
can feel connected and part of their 
child’s learning journey at school.  

Seesaw
 em

pow
ers students to 

independently docum
ent and share 

their learning w
ith an authentic 

larger audience, w
hile receiving 

positive and tim
ely feedback from

 
teachers, parents, peers and fam

ily 
m

em
bers around the globe.  Seesaw

 
is accessible from

 any device (i.e. iO
S, 

Android, Kindle Fire, Chrom
ebooks) 

and it easily allow
s students, teachers 

and parents to review
 progress over 

tim
e and recognize student grow

th in 
all core and specialist subject areas. 
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